
The complete press release, including suspect description, can be viewed online at www.venturapd.org 
 

If you have any information about this crime, you can make an anonymous call to Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS. 
 

If your information leads to an arrest, you could receive a cash reward of up to $1,000. 
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Incident:  Stolen Vehicle Recovery with Arrest    
   
Location:  1800 Block of Main St.  
 
Date/Time Occurred: 12/16/20 @0905 Hrs  
 
Officer(s) Involved:  Ventura Police Patrol / Ventura Police Motor Unit     
 
Suspect(s):  Michael Stednitz (DOB 7/12/86)  Vagrant  
 
Report #:  20-81710 
 
Narrative:  
 
On the above date and time, the Ventura Police Command Center received a 911 call reference a truck that 
had just been stolen from a parking lot in the 1800 Block of Main St. A few minutes later, a motor officer 
located the truck traveling west bound on Santa Clara St. at Chestnut St. Several units responded to assist 
and upon attempting to conduct a traffic stop, the suspect driver (later identified as Michael Stendnitz) did 
not stop and continued traveling at a slow rate of speed westbound on Santa Clara St. 
 
Stendnitz eventually drove the truck up over a curb and slowly hit a tree at Santa Clara St. and Oak St. 
causing minor damage. Stednitz was the sole occupant in the truck and was taken into custody without any 
further issues. The truck was returned to the owner and Stednitz was arrested for felony unlawful taking of 
a vehicle.                
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